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I use a color behavior program in my classroom that aligns with PBIS.  Each student starts on green at the beginning of each day.   1-2-3 Magic is used to give students the opportunity to correct their behavior.  For example, if a student is talking to their neighbor at the carpet the teacher looks at the student and says their name, “John, that’s one.”  If the student does not correct their behavior, the teacher looks at the student and says “John, that’s two.”  If the student still does not correct their behavior the teacher should say, “John that’s three, move a color.”  The teacher does not stop to talk to the student during instruction.   

After a student has moved their color down, they cannot move back up.  This is to insure that the child’s parent or guardian is aware of their behavior that day.  If a child moves to yellow and stays on yellow the rest of the day, that’s great!  That child improved their choices. 

Pink = An outstanding day!  The student has exhibited positive behaviors such as working hard, helping a friend, or being a class member. 

Purple = A great day! The student has exhibited positive behaviors. 

Blue = A good day! Student has been making good choices. 

Green = Ready to learn! Students start on green at the beginning of each day.

Yellow = Student has been asked to move down a color and should think about making good choices. 

Orange  = Student has been asked to move down two colors.  This is a warning color. 

Red = Student has been asked to move down three colors or had an automatic red.  A student will sit out of the following recess or choice time.

If a student refuses to move a color when asked, the teacher will move the student down two colors. 

Targeted behaviors
· An automatic red is purposefully harming someone else (ex: kicking or hitting another person).  

· Other behaviors that would result in moving down a color would be:
· Using inappropriate words or name calling 
· Interrupting the teacher during instruction, talking to friends or blurting out
· Not following the adult’s direction the first time
· Running in the classroom or in the hallway
· Playing in the bathroom 

* If a student continues to exhibit targeted behaviors once they are on red, the student will be told to move to a different area in the room for 3 minutes to take a break (if we’re at the carpet they would move to a table, if we’re at the tables, they would move to the carpet. Students should still be engaged in learning in the designated area).  If the student refuses to move to the area, runs away, or does not sit quietly in the designated area, they will be told to leave the classroom with an adult.  After they have sat quietly in the hallway for 3 minutes, they will come back to the designated area and practice sitting quietly for 3 minutes.  Then, they can rejoin the class. 


To avoid letting students escape non-preferred activities, they must complete five minutes of the activity when they return to the room, no matter what the class is doing. 
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